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COLLIE COAL FIRED POWER STATION 
Statement by Member for Collie 

MR M.P. MURRAY (Collie) [12.53 pm]:  I will speak on behalf of the Collie community and the coal and 
power industry workers who reside there.  The future of the Collie coal fired power station and the power 
procurement process is of major concern to the residents of Collie.  The power procurement process is intended 
to be the instrument that seeks additional generating capacity for the south west interconnected system.  It is 
expected that the generation capacity of Collie coal could be increased by 350 megawatts of base load.  This 
means that a substantial amount of additional capacity will be required if Western Power is to continue to meet, 
with a reliable service, the electricity needs of its business and residential customers in the south west.  

Western Power and the Minister for Energy have continually assured the people of Collie and me that the power 
procurement process is on track.  There has been no hard evidence that this is the case.  In fact, the Collie 
community has been kept in the dark over the process.  The Minister for Energy refuses take on the process, 
which leaves the Collie coal industry in limbo.  This flow-on effect to the community results in a lack of 
confidence in the business and general community.  People are hesitant to invest in Collie while they wait to 
learn whether Collie coal will get the boost that it and the community need.   I call on the minister to take control 
of the process and seek a decision on Collie for the people so that they and their town can move forward. 
 


